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KING ABDULLAH FINANCIAL DISTRICT (KAFD) - RIYADH

Case Studies - KAFD

The King Abdullah Financial District (KAFD) is a new development under 
construction near King Fahad Road in the Asahafa area of Riyadh, Saudi Arabi
being undertaken by the Rayadah Investment Corporation on behalf of the 
Pension Authority of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, consisting of 34 towers 
in an area of 1.6 million square metres. It will provide more than 3 million 
square metres of space for various uses, 62,000 parking spaces and 
accommodation for 12,000 residents. In 2011 it was the largest project in the 
world seeking green building accreditation.

The heart of the district is a transformation of the Arabian wadi Hanifa 
transversing the area. The district will become an active and attractive urban 
space comprising financial institutions, residential and recreational areas, 
shops, restaurants, hotels, conference and sports facilities.

The district will feature something as unique as a Saudi Arabian monorail 
connecting the various areas of the district. All buildings and monorail 
stations are linked together by air-conditioned footbridges above street level 
enabling walking distance to all meetings in the Financial District – quite 
extraordinary for Riyadh.

The KAFD master plan was designed and overseen by Danish Architects 
Henning Larsen Architects.

BLE have worked with engineers from Buro Happold to help with the design 
of suitable compartmentation and, with the assistance of our local partners 
Energy International, have successfully installed in several of the towers.
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